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there being a considerable opportunity to 
engage directly with the British salmonid 
aquaculture industry as well as with the 
companies that supply it.

“We’ve been approached about 
testing by a number of animal health 
companies, including those catering for 
the aquaculture industry, but we also 
want to partner up with salmon and 
trout producers, offering services such 
as toxicology, bioconcentration, efficacy 
support, residue analysis and metabolism 
studies. We don’t and do not intend to 
have the capacity to culture salmonid 
species on site, but we can source fish 
from an approved supplier, and we can 
already perform a range of analyses on 
samples provided by clients using our 
well established analytical capabilities,” 
he explains.

The broodstock holding room may 
only be on a minute scale compared to 
many aquaculture facilities, but it will 

Owned and operated by EPP Ltd, and set 
in the peaceful surrounds of Bush Estate 
– one of Scotland’s number one biotech 
locations – the laboratory specialises 
in fully OECD GLP compliant contract 
research, supporting the registration of 
experimental products, mainly within the 
agrochemical pharmaceutical and animal 
health industries. The remit of the EPP 
Environmental Centre includes the ability 
to offer expert advice as well as conduct 
experiments with high quality supporting 
analysis on a number of species of fish 
and aquatic systems. 

Chris Doig, the Manager of the 
Ecotoxicology department, showed Fish 
Farming Expert around the impressive 
facility, which currently holds a viable 
fathead minnow broodstock, with its 
first batch of zebrafish due to arrive later 
this year. While both these species are 
generally likely to be used to gauge the 
safety of new experimental products for 
the purpose of registration, Chris sees 
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nonetheless be able to house sufficient 
numbers of fish to perform a variety of 
tests, and the building boasts five more 
labs where the tests themselves are 
conducted.

“It may appear to be a relatively small 
room, with only a small number of fish at 
present, but these can lead to significant 
results. If needs be we can hold any 
required species with any environmental 

requirement and we benefit from having 
our own water supply, from a borehole on 
site, and therefore have no issues with the 
quality or quantity of water available. Each 
laboratory and the holding room have full 
independent temperature and lighting 
control, with the lighting provided by an 
LED light system, this allows for accurate 
control of light intensity and light cycles 
and we can also phase in a dawn/dusk 
cycle which minimises stress in the fish. 
We have a high emphasis on the welfare 
of our fish but it’s also a key requirement 
to ensure accurate results,” he observes.

These highly controlled conditions allow 
the company to perform a variety of trials 
on a variety of species and test systems, 
allowing EPP to support a wide client 
base. “We’re looking to support fish 
farmers in broader ways and using our 
existing capabilities can support efficacy 
studies, as well as conduct toxicology, bio-
concentration, metabolism, endocrine 
disruptor testing and residue analysis – 
it’s the perfect setup for testing both new 
and existing products, such as de-lousing 
agents,” Chris reflects.

Chris Doig: Manager of the Ecotoxicology 
department.

The company has already been 
approached about conducting analysis 
of residues from fish farms, on behalf of 
an animal health company, says Chris, 
thanks to the facility’s strong analytical 
capabilities, and is also planning to 
expand as the year goes on, with the next 
recruitment drive likely to target someone 
able to maintain the existing fish and 
invertebrate cultures as well as develop 
new cultures.

“Someone with aquaculture experience 
could perhaps be an ideal candidate,” 
Chris points out, “as we need someone 
who genuinely cares about the welfare 
of fish, and comes with fish husbandry 
skills.”

While it may not be their main target 
market, it seems likely that the 
aquaculture industry may well find a use 
for EPP’s cutting-edge analytical skills.
For further information visit:
http://eppltd.com/


